


Loving God: 

 Falling in love 

Mark 12:28-30, “One of the 
teachers of the law came and 
heard them debating.  Noticing 
that Jesus had given them a good 
answer, he asked him, ‘Of all the 
commandments, which is the most 
important?’” 



Loving God: 
 Falling in love 

Mark 12:28-30, “’The most 
important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is 
this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one.  Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your 
strength.’” 



Loving God: 

How do we love God?  What does it 
look like to love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind & strength?   

 True love comes from the heart.  
God is a trustworthy lover who is 
worthy of all our hearts affections.   



Loving God: 

God’s love for us is not cold and 
duty bound.  It is a passionate love.  
In both the OT & NT God compares 
His love for us like that of a 
bridegroom for his bride.  
(wedding day) 



Loving God: 

 True love comes from the heart.  
God is a trustworthy lover who is 
worthy of all our hearts affections.  
So, how do we love God with all 
our heart? 

 



Loving God: 

 First, if we are going to love God with 
all of our heart we need to give him 
access to our hearts.  Rev 2:2f, “I know 
your deeds, your hard work and your 
perseverance.  I know that you cannot 
tolerate wicked people, that you have 
tested those who claim to be apostles 
but are not, and have found them 
false.   



Loving God: 
 First, if we are going to love God with 

all of our heart we need to give him 
access to our hearts.  Rev 2:2f, “You 
have persevered and have endured 
hardships for my name, and have not 
grown weary.  Yet I hold this against 
you: You have forsaken the love you 
had at first.  Consider how far you have 
fallen!  Repent and do the things you 
did at first.”  

 



Loving God: 

 First, if we are going to love God 
with all of our heart we need to 
give him access to our hearts.   

 The church at Ephesus was a good 
church, doing good deeds, holding 
on to good doctrine, fighting the 
good fight.  But they had fallen out 
of love. 



Loving God: 
 First, if we are going to love God 

with all of our heart we need to 
give him access to our hearts.   

 They no longer loved God with all 
their hearts.  Why?  (Hardship? 
Shields & hardening) Sometimes 
our affections are withered by the 
space pain occupies (grieve – PA) 
(sin – rid of distractions) 



Loving God: 

 Second, if we are going to love 
God with all of our heart we must 
develop trust.  True love comes 
from the heart.  God is a 
trustworthy lover who is worthy of 
our hearts affections.  (#1 
questions) (radical love – sacrifice) 



Loving God: 

 Second, if we are going to love 
God with all of our heart we must 
develop trust.   

When you stop trusting someone 
you can’t love them from the 
heart.  When you don’t trust, you 
won’t follow.  This is why God 
connects love & obedience. 



Loving God: 

 Second, if we are going to love 
God with all of our heart we must 
develop trust. John 15:9-10, “As 
the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you.  Now remain in my love.  
If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love.”  



Loving God: 

 Second, if we are going to love 
God with all of our heart we must 
develop trust. John 15:9-10 

You can obey God without loving 
Him, but you can’t love Him 
without obeying Him.  (children 
obey out of fear) 



Loving God: 

 Second, if we are going to love 
God with all of our heart we must 
develop trust. John 15:9-10 

 True love comes from the heart.  
God is a trustworthy lover who is 
worthy of all your hearts 
affections. (yes to God - $, time, 
witness, service, forgiveness, etc.) 



Loving God: 

 Third, if we are going to love God 
with all of our heart we need to 
cultivate our affections.  Jesus said 
to the Church at Ephesus, “Repent 
and do the things that you did at 
first.” (Rev. 2:5) (marriage – 
intentionally cultivate affections) 



Loving God: 

 Third, if we are going to love God 
with all of our heart we need to 
cultivate our affections.   

What are the things that stir your 
love for God?  (time; Ps 19 – God’s 
voice – nature, Spirit)  (1 John 4:19 
– “We love Him because He first 
loved us”; meditation) (books) 



Loving God: 
 True love comes from the heart.  

God is a trustworthy lover, who is 
worthy of all of our heart’s 
affections  

Do you love God with all your 
heart?  Are there any barriers in the 
way – sins that need to be 
confessed, hurt that needs to be 
processed?   


