


• YOU ARE HERE  

 

• WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO WITH JESUS 
THIS YEAR? 

 



“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 
 

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give 
him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him!                 Matthew 7:7-11 
 

 



• We have a Good Father who wants to give 
good gifts to His children.  

  

• We have a Good Father who wants us to 
experience His goodness, His love, His 
presence, His power & the Kingdom life at 
ever increasing levels. 

 



1) GOD WILL DO MOST OF HIS WORK IN THE 
COMMONPLACE THINGS OF LIFE  

We know that God is always at work for the 
good of everyone who loves him. They are the 
ones God has chosen for his purpose.  Romans 
8:38 CEV 

- God is always at work.  We must watch for how 
He will break into our everyday world and pay 
attention to what He will say to us.  

 
 

 



• The everyday interactions of life give us an 
opportunity to become more like Jesus.  
Opportunities for us to listen like Jesus, to 
speak like Jesus, to think Jesus, and behave 
like Jesus.    

• Holy moments can be found in the 
commonplace things of life. 



• “I have been crucified with Christ; I no longer 
live but Christ lives in me.”  Gal. 2:20.   

 

• What does this mean?  Die to self - the self-
serving, self-centered, self-promoting part of 
each of us.   

 

 



• 2)  AS HE LEADS YOU, SO MUST YOU LEAD 
YOURSELF 

- Self leadership is hard work.  But it is essential 
if we want to see real change and growth in our 
lives. Self leadership is about being proactive – 
it’s about preparing for…anticipating and 
initiating change. 

 

 

 



• Self leadership means that I must have a game 
plan.  I must practice discipline.    I must make 
a decision to practice perseverance even when 
I don’t feel like it.  

 “God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a 
spirit of power, of love and self-discipline.” II 
Timothy 1:7 

 



• People love to talk about spiritual growth and 
getting to new levels with God but are often 
unwilling to take the intentional actions 
required to get there.  People want new but 
they think old.   

• “There is no breakthroughs without follow-
through.”     Graham Cooke 

 



3)  EXPECT CHALLENGES BUT VIEW THEM AS 
SILVER LINED GIFTS 
 

- The question that never goes away:  Why a loving 
God allows suffering? 

- Look at suffering at redemptive level, not a human 
level. 

- God allows our faith to be severely tested so He 
can refine our faith to make it more valuable for His 
purposes. 

 



“Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and 
challenges come at you from all sides. You know 
that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into 
the open and shows its true colors. So don’t try 
to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its 
work so you become mature and well-
developed, not deficient in any way.”   

James 1:2-4 

 



• The truth is…the obstacles, hurdles & 
disappointments shape us, change us to be 
more like Jesus.   They are the silver lined gifts.  

 

• God is less interested in rescuing us and far 
more interested in transforming us. 

• We don’t get to choose what happens to us 
but we do get to choose how we will respond. 
We get to choose how we suffer.  

 



• We put so much of our energy into getting out 
of our painful circumstances that we miss 
what God is trying to show us, teach us, reveal 
to us, be to us in the midst of them.   

• “God never sets us up to fail, only to grow.”  
Bill Johnson 

 



• What is it, Lord that You want to be to me now 
that You couldn’t be in any other time or in 
any other way?   

 

• What is it about my current situation that is 
designed to bring me into a deeper 
relationship with You?   

 



4) RUN YOUR OWN RACE 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. II Tim. 4:7  

God is calling you this year to “run your own 
race”.   A race that is unique to you as a 
person…a race that is to be run with your gifts, 
passion, talent & history.  A race that has a 2016 
kingdom assignment attached to it.  

 


