
TRUE LIFE? 

LUKE 9:23-27 



TRUE LIFE: 

• LOGOS – underutilizing its 

potential 

• What is it that blocks most 

people from realizing their 

Christian potential? 



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is it that blocks most 

people from realizing their 

Christian potential? 

• The self life – battle between 

our way & God’s way; we don’t 

go God’s way because we are 

reluctant to give up our way. 



TRUE LIFE: 

• Luke 9:23-27, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their 
cross daily and follow me.  For 
whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will save it.  What 
good is it for you to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or 
forfeit your very self?   



TRUE LIFE: 

• Luke 9:23-27, “If any of you are 

ashamed of me and my words, 

the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of you when he 

comes in his glory and in the 

glory of the Father and of the 

holy angels.”  



TRUE LIFE: 

• Who is Jesus addressing? 
Jesus said, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple.”  If you 
consider yourself a Christian, 
this is addressed to you.  A 
disciple is a learner; 
apprentice. (land surveyor; life 
with God) 



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is he asking? Jesus said, 
“Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and 
follow me.”  

• This is the path to abundant life 
with God.  Battle between my way 
& God’s way. (e.g., forgiveness; 
time off) 



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is he asking?  

• “If I lived life like this, I’d never 
get anything done.”   

• Jesus is our model.  We follow 
him.  He only did what the Father 
told him to do.  We don’t respond 
to people’s needs, but the 
Father’s call. (e.g., time off; $) 



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is the promised reward? 
Jesus said, “For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life 
for me will save it.  What good 
is it for you to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit 
your very self?”   



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is the promised reward?  

• The more consistently I take up 
my cross, the more abundant 
life with God I will have.  The 
more consistently I live for self, 
the more my soul will shrink.  
We will forfeit our true self.  
(e.g., sexuality) 



TRUE LIFE: 

• What is the promised reward?  

• The lie of our world is that if 

you live for self, you will be 

fulfilled.  Jesus teaches the 

more you live for self, the less 

satisfied you will become. 

(Gollum) 



TRUE LIFE: 

• Reflection: “Lord, where am I 

choosing the self-life?  How am 

I missing out on abundant life 

with you because I am 

honoring my desires over 

yours?”  (time, family, 

sexuality, money, etc) 


