
TRUE GREATNESS 



 What would you like Jesus to do for 

you? 

 We have a tendency to make life too 

much about us.  And it is often too 

much of the self life that prevents us 

from experiencing enough of the 

Kingdom.   

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Matthew 20:20f, “Then the mother of 
Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her 
sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor 
of him.  ‘What is it you want?’ he asked.  
She said, ‘Grant that one of these two 
sons of mine may sit at your right and 
the other at your left in your kingdom.’  
‘You don’t know what you are asking.’ 
Jesus said to them.  ‘Can you drink the 
cup I am going to drink?’  ‘We can,’ they 
answered.   

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Matthew 20:20f, “Jesus said to them, 
‘You will indeed drink from my cup, but 
to sit at my right or left is not for me to 
grant.  These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared by my 
Father.’  ‘When the ten heard about 
this, they were indignant with the two 
brothers.  Jesus called them together 
and said, ‘You know that the rulers of 
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over 
them.   

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Matthew 20:20f, “Not so with you.  
Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be your slave – just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.’”  

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Behind the scenes at home . . . A 
mother intervenes/interferes?  

 “Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?”   

 That’s the great tension of the 
Kingdom.  Often we pray for benefits 
of comfort and we serve the God of 
the Cross. (casualties)   

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 It gives Jesus no pleasure to think 
of the cup that awaits them, but 
even so, he does not answer their 
request – that belongs to the Father 
to decide.  But, the rest hear and are 
‘indignant.’  So, Jesus calls them 
together and speaks these powerful 
words: 

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Jesus called them together and 
said, ‘You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over 
them. Not so with you.  Instead, 
whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave.’ 

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Our world is often about winning 

and losing, power and position, 

control and advancement.  We 

compare and compete to feel better 

about ourselves (bank accounts, 

houses, positions, clothes, kids, 

spouses, gifts, ideas, etc.) We fight 

for our rights, for our fair share.   

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Not so with you, Jesus says.  The 

kingdom is the great reversal.  We 

die to live.  We serve to be great.  We 

give to gain.  We follow the God of 

the cross.  There is freedom in death 

to self.  (e.g., Jen & sigh) 

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 The hardest, yet most liberating, 

thing in the Christian life is to give 

up our own will to seek nothing but 

the will of God.  In that, and that 

alone, is true freedom. We follow the 

God of the cross. (what’s in it for 

me? Vs How can I serve?) 

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 Where are you making life too much 

about you? (e.g., prayers) (e.g., 

interactions with other people; 

interactions this week – seek to 

serve – drive through, family, work, 

etc.) 

TRUE GREATNESS: 



 


