
 

SURRENDER TO 

JOY 



 

If Pain is to be the footnote of our well-lived 
story, then Proximity must be the main 

character, & Joy its title.  



 
 

PAIN 

PROXIMITY 

JOY 

 



John 15: 1-15 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are 
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  



8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 
 
 



PAIN 

 

John 16:33 

In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.  

 



PROXIMITY 

 

The Garden – Genesis  

The Vine – John 15 

The Party – Luke 14 

 



Everything that doesn’t have God at the origin 
space of it will be used as an agent of distance 

 

Relationships, Work, Money, Relaxation 



Proximity matters to God:  

Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name 
and in your name drive out demons and in your 
name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will 
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!’ 

 



JOY 

 

Psalm 16:11 

You make known to me the path of life; 

you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

  

 



Exercise: 

 

Use your imagination to think about what you 
like doing already that you could do with Him? 
Carl – music, movies, books, food, friends. Invite 
Him into the experience and into the 
conversation.  

 

How would your conversations (prayer) change?  

 



 


