


Finding God 

• Consider family dysfunctions, sin 
patterns.  (addictions; anger; sexual 
immorality; greed; abuse; pride; lying, 
etc) 

• God can meet you in the damaged places 
of your soul.  He may have to take us 
places that humble us and heal us to 
prepare us to make our greatest 
contribution. (Joseph; tell me your story) 



Finding God 

• Genesis 37:2-4, “Joseph, a young man of 
seventeen, was tending the flocks with his 
brothers . . . and he brought a bad report 
about them.  Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than any of his other sons, because he had 
been born to him in his old age; and he 
made a richly ornamented robe for him.  
When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of them, they 
hated him and could not speak a kind word 
to him.”  



Finding God: 

• Joseph is favored.  Favoritism is an 
incredibly destructive family sin pattern.  
(animosity between siblings; jealousy; 
division; pride; toxic shame) 

• Joseph has two dreams about his 
brothers bowing down to him, and in his 
pride, he unwisely reports them to his 
brothers.  They sell him into slavery.   



Finding God: 
• Why does God give Joseph these dreams?  

He is a proud, arrogant 17 year old.  He 
can’t handle these dreams.   

• Before God meets you in the damaged 
places of your soul, He often gives you a 
picture of what you can become.  The 
prophetic picture can steady you in the 
breaking & healing process that is to 
come so you can reach your potential. 
(24) 



Finding God: 

• Genesis 39:1-2, “Now Joseph had been 
taken down to Egypt.  Potiphar, an 
Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s 
officials, the captain of the guard, bought 
him from the Ishmaelites who had taken 
him there.  The Lord was with Joseph and 
he prospered, and he lived in the house of 
his Egyptian master.   



Finding God: 

• Genesis 39:1-2, “When his master saw 
that the Lord was with him and that the 
Lord gave him success in everything he 
did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and 
became his attendant.”  

• Joseph is in slavery, but God is with him.  
This isn’t punishment.  God isn’t angry 
with Joseph.  He is brash, unwise, proud, 
but God loves him.  This is about shaping 



Finding God: 

• God uses His favor to heal the favoritism of 
Joseph’s father.  Favoritism has negatively 
shaped Joseph.  But, God’s favor will 
humble him.  God isn’t trying to destroy the 
man, or ‘knock him down a peg’ – God is 
trying to meet him in his unbroken, 
unsurrendered, soul damaged places.  He 
does it with unmerited favor. It is the 
revelation of grace that cures the proud. 



Finding God: 

• Potiphar sees God is with Joseph. The man 
prospers.  But, Potiphar isn’t the only one 
who notices.  Joseph is a good looking 
young man, who is confident, a natural 
leader because of the favoritism.  And he 
knows how to dress well.  Potiphar’s wife 
tries to seduce him.  Joseph ends up in 
prison because he is falsely accused 
(disrobed; his brothers).  This isn’t 
punishment.  It is development. 



Genesis 39:20f: 

• “But while Joseph was there in prison, the 
Lord was with him, he showed him kindness 
and granted him favor in the eyes of the 
prison warden.  So the warden put Joseph 
in charge of all those held in the prison, and 
he was made responsible for all that was 
done there.  The warden paid no attention 
to anything under Joseph’s care, because 
the Lord was with Joseph and gave him 
success in whatever he did.”  



Finding God: 

• The Lord was with Joseph at his father’s 
house.  He was with Joseph in Potiphar’s 
house.  He is with Joseph in the prison.   

• God was trying to break the pride that had 
been formed in Joseph, so that Joseph 
could be the kingdom leader God needed.  
Joseph is starting to realize that he is 
favored not because he is better than 
others, but because God is with him.  Grace   



Finding God: 

• God must meet us in our unbroken, 
unsurrendered, soul damaged places before 
He can take us to our greatest kingdom 
potential.  (e.g., grew up in home without 
love – broken hearted, unrequited love) 

• While Joseph is in prison, two of the king’s 
men (the cupbearer & the baker) are 
imprisoned & have dreams.  (Joe’s dream) 



Finding God: 

• “Do not interpretations belong to God?  
Tell me your dreams” (Genesis 40:8) (the 
baker is executed; Joseph asks the 
cupbearer, who is restored, to remember 
him.  But he forgets) 

• Two years later, Pharaoh has a dream that 
disturbs him, and the cupbearer 
remembers Joseph.   



Genesis 41:14f 
• “So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was 

quickly brought from the dungeon.  When 
he had shaved and changed his clothes, he 
came before Pharaoh.  Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, ‘I had a dream, and no one can 
interpret it.  But I have heard it said of you 
that when you hear a dream you can 
interpret it.’  ‘I cannot do it,’ Joseph replied 
to Pharaoh, ‘but God will give Pharaoh the 
answer he desires.’”  



Finding God: 

• All of these years in slavery, all of these 
years in prison, all of these years being 
forgotten, all these years under God’s 
favor, have accomplished something in 
Joseph’s heart that no one has noticed. 
No one, but God.  The unbroken man has 
become broken.  The man who thought 
he was better than others has become 
humble.   



Finding God: 

• The person whose security is rooted in 
being better than another is never secure 
lest a better person come along.  But, the 
person whose security is rooted in God’s 
grace is secure because God’s grace is an 
unending source.  With the change in 
heart, “I cannot, but God can,” Joseph is 
promoted and the dream is fulfilled.   



Finding God: 

• God wants to meet us in our unbroken, 
unsurrendered, soul damaged places, so he 
can take us to our greatest kingdom 
potential.  (friend – religious home, 
controlling & condemning mother, 
introspection & depression; man of the 
Spirit - joy) (man – abusive & unfaithful 
father; insecurity, gender identity issues; 
spiritual father) 



 


