
Grieving Losses



Grieving 
Losses:

Nobody gets to 50 without 
disappointment (life may be good, 
but not all you wanted)

We all have to process grief.  Grief 
isn’t just about death, it is about 
loss.  Remember: Honest & 
honorable.  Process, not talking only.  
Reframe & Redeem the losses



Grieving 
Losses:

Moses – promised land (Deut 1:26-37 
–You were unwilling to go up; you 
rebelled against the command of the 
Lord your God.  You grumbled in 
your tents and said, ”The Lord hates 
us; so he brought us out of Egypt to 
deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us. Where can 
we go?  



Grieving 
Losses:

Moses – (Deut 1:26-37 – Our brothers 
have made us lose heart.  They say, 
“The people are stronger and taller 
than we are; the cities are large, with 
walls up to the sky.  We even saw the 
Anakites there.”  Then I said to you, 
“Do not be terrified; do not be afraid 
of them.  The Lord your God, who is 
going before you, will fight for you…



Grieving 
Losses:

Moses – (Deut 1:26-37 – In spite of 
this, you did not trust in the Lord 
your God, who went ahead of you on 
your journey . . . When the Lord 
heard what you said, he was angry 
and solemnly swore: “Not a man of 
this evil generation shall see the 
good land I swore to give your 
forefathers…



Grieving 
Losses:

Moses – (Deut 1:26-37 – Because of 
you the Lord became angry with me 
also and said, “You shall not enter it, 
either.  But your assistant, Joshua 
son of Nun, will enter it.  Encourage 
him, because he will lead Israel to 
inherit it.”



Grieving 
Losses:

Moses was grieving immense 
disappointment because the 
Israelites, and he himself, did not get 
to go into the Promised Land.  A 
couple of key principles to 
processing outcomes that don’t go 
your way:



Grieving 
Losses:

First, process the negative emotions.  
Honestly, and honorably.  Process, 
not merely talking.  Moses 
complains, grumbles, and grieves.  
He pleads with God to let him in.  
(Grief is the great exaggerator. 
Deceives us - blames)



Grieving 
Losses:

Second, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you will often 
have to process shame that comes 
with failure.  (Moses – shame over 
the past, murder; shame over this 
one – couldn’t get them in.  His 
anger boils over toward them 
multiple times – even here he 
blames them)  



Grieving 
Losses:

Second, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you will often 
have to process shame that comes 
with failure.  (Keys to breaking 
shame: 1. Bring it into the light with 
God & others; 2. Know the roots, 
and manifestations of shame -
addiction, anxiety, depression, 
perfectionism, anger, relational 
results.  3. Renew your mind – Jn 
8:32)



Grieving 
Losses:

Third, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you have to take 
responsibility for your part & surrender.  
Moses still fighting – blaming, 1:37; 3:25-
26, “Let me go over and see the good 
land beyond the Jordan” . . . But 
because of you the Lord was angry with 
me and would not listen to me.  ‘That is 
enough,’ the Lord said.  ‘Do not speak 
to me anymore about this matter.’”



Grieving 
Losses:

Third, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you have to 
take responsibility for your part & 
surrender.  Moses still fighting –
blaming, 1:37; 3:25-26; 4:21, “The 
Lord was angry with me because of 
you, and he solemnly swore that I 
would not cross the Jordan and enter 
the good land.”



Grieving 
Losses:

Third, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you have to 
take responsibility for your part & 
surrender.  

Grief, sadness, hurt, and anger make 
it hard for us to take responsibility 
for our part.  We don’t get through it, 
until we do.  Deut 32:48f, “Go up into 
the Abarim Range to Mt Nebo in 
Moab, across the Jordan, and view 
Canaan.



Grieving 
Losses:

Third, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you have to 
take responsibility for your part & 
surrender.  

Deut 32:48f, “There on the Mt that 
you have climbed you will die and be 
gathered to your people, just as your 
brother Aaron died on Mt Hor… This 
is because both of you broke faith 
with me in the presence of the 
Israelites at the waters of Meribah.”



Grieving 
Losses:

Third, if you are going to grieve 
unwanted outcomes you have to 
take responsibility for your part & 
surrender.  

This time, the Lord, tells him that 
Moses wasn’t entering because of 
his own choices.  This time Moses is 
ready to accept responsibility.  This 
time Moses is ready to surrender.  He 
has discovered the presence of God 
is the true Promised Land.  



Grieving 
Losses:

Deuteronomy 34:1f, “Then Moses 
climbed Mount Nebo . . . There the 
Lord showed him the whole land . . . 
Then the Lord said to him, ’This is 
the land I promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob . . . I have 
let you see it with your eyes, but you 
will not cross over into it.’  And 
Moses the servant of the Lord died 
there in Moab, as the Lord had said. 



Grieving 
Losses:

Deuteronomy 34:1f, “He buried him in 
Moab, in the valley opposite of Beth Peor, 
but to this day no one knows where his 
grave is. . . Since then, no prophet has risen 
in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face, who did all those miraculous 
signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do 
in Egypt . . . For no one has ever shown the 
mighty power or performed the awesome 
deeds that Moses did in the sight of all 
Israel.” 



Grieving 
Losses:

Areas of disappointment: (1) 
Divisiveness.  Two waves (1st –
revival) (2nd – property) (OWN: 
Should have pursued people who 
were casualties of division; 
Communicated more)



Grieving 
Losses:

Areas of disappointment: (2) Mission 
(division damaged mission) Wanted 
to reach more people. (own my part 
– when I was fighting for revival, 
should have done more to fight to 
keep us on mission; more human 
leadership; kept leadership & re-
trenched the effort for mission)



Grieving 
Losses:

Areas of disappointment: (3) 
Property because people sacrificed 
and it didn’t work out.  Feel bad.  We 
didn’t get there.  Feel bad people 
sacrificed.  Mostly feel bad that the 
place we wanted to create for the 
sake of mission didn’t happen.  



Grieving 
Losses:

Areas of disappointment: (4) Revival. 
I wanted to fight for & see the revival 
come.  (Dream – misinterpreted 
application)



Grieving 
Losses:

Actions: Take time to journal losses 
now.  Bullet point.  Bring in your 
journal.  Lay them at the foot of the 
cross.  Surrender it.  Honest, 
honorable.  Process the loss – eyes 
on Jesus.  Reframe & Redeem.  
(relational & outcome)


