
INHERITANCE 
Ephesians 1:11-12 



INHERITANCE: 

•Have you ever felt forgotten?  (friend in a 
wheel chair; foreign language friends; at a 
party) 

•God hasn’t forgotten you.  You are chosen.  
You are uniquely selected by a loving Father.  
We have been looking at our identity in Christ 
in Eph 1.  We are chosen, adopted, out of a 
heart full of love.  We are redeemed by the 
blood, forgiven.  Today we want to look at Eph 
1:11-12 



INHERITANCE: 

•Ephesians 1:11-12, “In Him we have obtained 
an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory.” (ESV) 



INHERITANCE: 

•Ephesians 1:11-12, “In Him we were also 
chosen, having been predestined according 
to the plan of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will, in order 
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, 
might be for the praise of his glory.” (NIV) 



INHERITANCE: 

• This whole sentence in Eph 1 is about why we 
bless God.  We bless God because we have 
been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly realms.  1. We bless God because 
we are chosen & adopted.  2. We bless God 
because we are redeemed.  3. We bless God 
because we are chosen as an inheritance, for 
an inheritance.  (NIV; ESV) 



INHERITANCE: 

• Two senses of the word inheritance.  First, we 
are chosen as God’s inheritance.  NIV, “In him 
we were also chosen.” This is an OT concept.  
God chose the Israelites and they were God’s 
lot, God’s inheritance.  God benefits in 
choosing a people for himself.  (relationally – 
love, honor; developmental progress – e.g., 
parenting & children growing up; Image 
bearing purpose – Kingdom – Glenn free) 



INHERITANCE: 

•Second, we receive an inheritance from God. 
ESV, “In him we have obtained an 
inheritance.”  Romans 8:15-17, “For you did not 
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again 
to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  
And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.  Now if we are children, then we are 
heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.”     



INHERITANCE: 

•Second, we receive an inheritance from God. 

•We usually think of inheritance in terms of 
riches, money, wealth.  (Material blessings, 
relational, spiritual riches – every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms; riches of 
God’s grace lavished on us; adoptive love; 
forgiveness; intimacy; presence; gifts; eternal 
life)   



INHERITANCE: 

•Second, we receive an inheritance from God. 

•We usually think of inheritance in terms of 
riches, money, wealth.  

•But sometimes the best inheritance is not 
measured in wealth.  It is measured in 
sentimental value & legacy.  (Grandparents; 
value of the heart; the Father of Jesus is fond 
of me; impact) 



INHERITANCE: 

•Paul ends this section with two important 
footnotes to our two fold inheritance: (1) This 
inheritance was part of God’s grand plan of 
redemption.  It was not an accident.  God 
wasn’t reacting to events as they unfolded; 
you were not an afterthought, an add on.  
(before the foundations of the earth)  (God 
isn’t surprised – events, sin, failure.  He isn’t 
nervous about the outcomes – work done in 
the spirit, resource available, eternity factor) 



INHERITANCE: 

•Paul ends this section with two important 
footnotes to our two fold inheritance: (2) He 
chose us as/for an inheritance so that we 
might be for the praise of his glory.  (Kabod – 
manifest presence).  We would show people 
God as image bearers (Kingdom mission; 
good deeds; love; transformation – healing, 
intimacy; presence carriers)  (Mary) 


