
IT’S TIME TO 
MAKE 
HOLINESS SEXY 
AGAIN
COLOSSIANS 3:1-17; LEV. 19:2; 2 TIM. 1:8-9

Dr. Martin Sanders



He is…The God of 
Holiness

“Be holy, for I, 
the LORD Your God, am Holy.”

Leviticus 19:2



•Update your view of Holiness

•Embrace Holiness as a Theology…and 
a Life Pattern

•A Quest, Longing, Passion of your 
Heart and Mind.

•“Show us the lives of the people and we 
will show you their gods!”



CONTRASTING 
IMAGES

Holiness & Sexy
Holiness
•Older
•Religious / Rigid
•Stoic / Serious
•Not a Fashion Trend Setter
•Not Most Fun People on the planet



SEXY
•Appeal
•Intrigue
•Allure
•Stimulates Desire
•Captures Imagination
•Sense – if you like this, there is more



Colossians 3:1-4
1 Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not 
on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your 
life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you 
also will appear with him in glory.



 I. Put your eyes on Christ 
(v.1-4)

Traditional View
•A Problem 
Orientation to Life

Proposed Perspective
•A Goal Orientation to 
Life

a) Keep seeking things above (v. 1-2)
b) Keep your position in Christ (v. 3-4)



2 Timothy 1:8-9
“Join with me in suffering for the 
gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has 
saved us and called us to a holy 
life—not because of anything we have 
done but because of his own purpose 
and grace.”



Colossians 3:5-8
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 
your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is 
coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in 
the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also 
rid yourselves of all such things as these: 
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language from your lips.



Colossians 3:9-11
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have 
taken off your old self with its practices 10 and 
have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator.11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and 
is in all.



II. Put off old self (v. 5-11)

a) Be dead to sin (of flesh) (v. 5-7)

b) Be dead to sin (of tongue) (v. 8-9)

c) Be renewed from within (v. 9b-11)

“In Your Mind”



Colossians 3:12-13
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you.



III. Put on forgiveness (v. 
12-13)

a) For we are chosen of God (v. 12)
“Holy and Dearly Loved”

b) For we have God’s Spirit within (v. 13)

c) A Full Life Confession

d) Receive it & Offer it…by His Grace



Colossians 3:14-17
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.



IV. Put on love (v. 14-17)

a) A perfect bond of unity (v. 12)
b) A peaceful existence in Christ (v. 15-17)

• Peace of Christ (v.15)
• Message / Word of Christ (v.16)



MESSAGE TO SOUTH 
SHORE

•Remember when…

•Remember God…and what He’s done

•Ask, Seek, Dream, what is Next

•Walk in His Holiness



EMBRACING HOLINESS
•My updated views of Holiness in five words or 
less…

•One way I am going to put my eyes/set my 
mind on Christ…

•Two aspects of the “old self” I am leaving 
behind for good…

•One scenario (person, situation, issue of my 
soul) I will embrace forgiveness for…

•A specific prayer I will pray regularly in order 
to embrace the love and peace of Christ…



CONCLUSION
•Analogy:  River, Stream, Creek, Crick
•Remove the barriers.
•Identify any issues/barriers that need 
to be either left behind or at the foot of 
the cross.

•Represent Him well
•Make Holiness Sexy!


