
Trusting God 

for the 

Hopeless. 

AND EVERYONE 

MARVELED: 



 Last winter/snow camp/traps -food/addict/hopeless.  I  follow 
a Jesus with authority and I desire to see the most hopeless 
set free.  The hopeless are the keys to unlocking regions.  

 

 Mark 5, Jesus approaches the eastern side of the Sea of 
Galilee.  (Ch. 4 Calming the sea)  The boat comes ashore in 
the region of Gerasenes (Gadarenes/Gergesenes- based on 
various local settlements).  The progress of the boat has been 
followed closely by a man driven mad by demons.  The region 
was largely gentile and apostate Jews (presence of pig herds).   

 

 1. Encounter.  Jesus chooses to travel to the eastern shore.  
He certainly would have noticed the man as they neared shore 
(Tomb living…)   

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 The man had been living amongst the tombs (Natural caves 
and tombs carved from limestone) and he had resisted chains, 
shackles and any form of restriction.  His nights were spent 
screaming, shrieking and cutting himself with stones.  And 
yet, Jesus chooses to go there, chooses to encounter the most 
hopeless for when we find the most hopeless we find access 
to a region.   

 The people of the region didn’t come running to marvel at a 
remarkable case of church transfer. (“Oh, what a miracle!”)  It 
is in the hopeless places, with the hopeless people where you 
find access to a family, a neighborhood and a community.  
(Mother/Camp Kids- so dif ferent!)  Transforming regions 
begins with trusting Jesus to reach the hopeless living 
amongst the tombs.       

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 There are people all around us living amongst the dead in our 
communities.  Living amongst the stench of sexual sin, 
corrupt business practices, addiction and cold hearts.  Jesus 
is ready, will you follow Him to the other shore and unlock a 
region?   

 

 2. Authority.  We can walk into these desolate places because 
we walk with the one who has authority.  Jesus approaches 
and the man shrieks, “Why are you bothering me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God?  For God’s sake don’t torture me!”  This 
is Jesus.  We often begin to reach out to our communities, 
encounter resistance, rejection and run away.  (My coworker 
said no!)  We want smooth, peaceful evangelism, a continuous 
upward victory.    

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 Encountering the hopeless and searching amongst the tombs 
is messy (especially in a Gentile region - Us)  Jesus faces 
shrieking and screaming- you might as well.  
(Man/drunk/angry/sign- authority/testimony)  Confronted 
with Jesus’ authority Legion (6,000 men/demons -  braggers)  
beg not to be sent to the Abyss.  We carry this same authority 
when we pursue the hopeless with Jesus’ authority.  The 
power to calm the sea (natural) and the power to bring the 
demonic (spiritual) to its knees.  The man that could not be 
controlled by chains and shackles is restrained by the 
presence of Christ.   

 And to think we get sweaty palms, dry throats and nerves 
when we venture into our communities.  (We get Jesus -totally 
not fair)   

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 Jesus consents to have the demons sent to a herd of pigs 
(rabbit hole/theological nerdiness/compassion for the man)  
We have the tremendous honor of pursuing the hopeless, 
unlocking regions and we get to operate in the authority of 
Jesus.  (wow)   

 

 3. Testimony.  The herdsmen (reasonably upset) flee to the 
town and countryside to share the news of what had 
happened.  When they return the crowd sees the man clothed 
and in his right mind and they were filled with fear.  (Same as 
with the raising of the dead/Luke 7 - great fear and awe)  
Saving a notorious sinner, a hopeless case has the equivalent 
reaction to that of raising the dead to life.  That is how you 
unlock a region.     

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 (Raise the dead/redeem a notorious sinner/Bridgewaters will 
buzz)  Pursue the most notorious, the most hopeless, the drug 
dealers, strippers, corrupt officials, town drunks and you will 
unlock regions.  (Heritage of SSCC)   

 Jesus prepares to leave by boat (with the enthusiastic urging 
of the herdsmen) the man begs to join Him,  But, Jesus 
commissions him to share the good news with his friends and 
family,  (Opposite of Luke 1:44/Leper)  The man heads off to 
the Decapolis (League of ten free Greek towns east of the 
Galilee) As he travels the region everyone is amazed.  Jesus 
has unlocked a region by way of a detour.  Seek the 
hopeless/encounter with authority/release testimony and you 
will find access to a region.  (Art Weekend/dumpster/Prodigal 
Son)   

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 



 This passage cries out to our post -modern life.  We live on the 

eastern shore, this is our daily life and Jesus lays out a 

blueprint for unlocking our region, our communities and our 

neighborhoods.  Go to the hopeless, bring the authority of 

Jesus and release the testimony of the free.   

 (16 years ago/dressed dif ferently/kids -camp/exponential 

math of reaching a region)  This is your heritage, reaching the 

hopeless, this is what you do.   

AND EVERYONE MARVELED 


