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 New Years resolutions. (Weight loss, finances, life 

change- good news/bad news) Many of you here are 

evaluating your life this week and looking for 

change.  True change comes from one source only.  

(Smell test)  Only through handing your life to Jesus 

and partnering with His plan for your life.    

 What is Jesus’ plan for your life this year?  Are you 

willing to follow?   

 The life of Peter is a great example for every person 

here who leads a messy life.  (All of us -free coffee 

Friday)  
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 Peter is a fisherman when Jesus calls him.  
(Biography/drive/vision/leadership/Peter) His story 
illustrates exactly what Jesus can do when you give Him 
your life.  Jesus will call you to Risk, Challenge and 
Fullness.  The question is, Are you willing to give Jesus a 
year of your life?  Not on the edge of your life, not as an 
add on, but as the very focus of every plan, decision and 
move.  

 I believe that there are some of you here this morning 
that are being called to take on this challenge this 
morning.  To drop nets and follow the only one who can 
take a list of resolutions and change your life.  
(Joy/Dream/God-Intimacy/Senegal) 
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 Jesus is working a redemption project in your life.  He 

has been pursuing you across generations. He will pursue 

you through this short life and as you join God’s family, 

He will pursue you through eternity.  When you 

understand the constant state of redemption the 

pressure is off.  All the check marks the world places on 

you are gone.  You know that you have eternity before 

you.  But you also now know how precious each day is to 

build the Kingdom on earth.  You have 100 years, to 

impact this world.  Take this year to end a passive life.         

 1.  Risk.  Jesus loves the risk taker.  He always rewards 

and challenges those who will risk all for the Kingdom.   
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 Jesus Walks on the Water  

 

 …24 but the boat by this t ime was a long way[b] from the land,[c] 
beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrif ied, and 
said, “It  is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear.  27 But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart;  i t  is I .  Do not be afraid.”  

 

 28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, i f  i t  is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the 
wind,[d] he was afraid,  and beginning to sink he cried out,  “Lord, save 
me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, 
saying to him, “O you of l i tt le faith,  why did you doubt?” 32 And when 
they got into the boat,  the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
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 Jesus is good.  Our Father is good in nature.  He blesses our 
enthusiasm and will not let us drown.  My kids love to do 
things that are beyond their reach.  (Joy 2 years old and 
brave.)  He is a Father that is overjoyed at the sight of an 
adventurous child. We look at this story as a failure for Peter.  
He sank.  How many of us have walked on water?  Jesus is 
redeeming Peter by rewarding his enthusiasm and pressing 
deeper into his faith.  He loves to see us jump in over our 
head in faith.  (Preaching/Anxiety)  I  ask you this new year, 
what risks are you taking in your faith?  If you do not take a 
leap you cannot enjoy the intimacy of your Father catching 
you.     

 2. Challenge.  Jesus redeems every challenge that comes our 
way.  He is not turning away from us.  He is pressing in.             
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 Peter Denies Jesus 


54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the 
high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And 
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and 
sat down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant 
girl , seeing him as he sat in the l ight and looking closely at him, 
said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, 
“Woman, I do not know him.” 58 And a l ittle later someone else 
saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, 
“Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour sti l l  
another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, 
for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know 
what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was sti l l  
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked 
at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he 
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will  deny 
me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.  
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 You can read the gospels in two ways.  Either Jesus as cruel or 
Jesus as a challenger.  Even in the midst of His trial Jesus is 
turning to Peter and growing him.  Jesus knows the destiny of 
Peter.  He knows that if Peter is to be the rock that the church is 
built upon, he cannot be afraid to speak the name of Jesus to a 
servant girl .  Peter must become a leader and this is a trial that 
Jesus is redeeming.  (Debt plan/can opener/tree) Jesus seeks to 
redeem us for the long term.  He is not after quick fixes.  He is 
always looking at men and women who will  impact the kingdom 
of God.  How is Jesus challenging you right now?  Are you will ing 
to press into the challenge and grow?   

 

 3.  Fullness.  Jesus is preparing each of us to move as disciples.  
In love with Jesus, moving in God’s power.  Every person here 
today has a destiny that has been prepared for them.  Every 
difficulty and challenge you have faced in l ife has prepared you 
for that destiny.    
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 Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar 

 

 3 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part 
in the three o’clock prayer service. 2 As they approached the 
Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he 
was put beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful 
Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 
When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for 
some money. 

 

 4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at 
us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some 
money. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. 
But I’l l  give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene,[a] get up and[b] walk!”  
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 Jesus in three years takes Peter from fisherman to 

Apostle.  Peter’s life is dramatically transformed by 

an on going redemption.  He repeatedly is 

challenged, pushed and pursued by Jesus.  The result 

is breathtaking. (Acts 4:13)   

 When you allow Jesus in and follow His lead the 

change will be dramatic.  As this year comes to a 

close and a new year begins, will you give Him this 

year?  Will you risk?  Will you press into His 

challenges?  Will you step into your fullness?   

  Brockton/Experience (Preppy -Shoes) 
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