


Finding God 

• We can find God wherever life finds us.  
Daniel found God in a godless 
environment.  Elijah found God in the 
highs and lows of life.  What is the key 
that allows you to find God wherever life 
finds you?   



Finding God 

• Let’s look at David.  He found God in a 
great variety of circumstances – running 
from enemies, on a battlefield, in the 
sanctuary, & on the throne.  He found 
God in worship, and in repentance.  The 
Father choose this man to be the 
forefather of His own Son.  Why?   



Finding God: 

• Here is the key that allowed David to find 
God wherever life finds him. Acts 13:22, 
“After removing Saul, he made David 
their king.  He testified concerning him, ‘I 
have found David son of Jesse a man 
after my own heart; he will do everything 
I want him to do.’”  



Finding God: 

• David found God wherever life found him 
because he was a man after God’s own 
heart – he was willing to do whatever 
God wanted him to do.  That’s the key.  
We must have a steely resolve to do 
whatever God wants us to do in whatever 
situation life finds us in.  David was a 
deeply flawed man, but this was his 
heart’s desire.  Let’s see how it in his life: 



Finding God: 
• David’s heart to follow allowed him to 

meet God in conflict with his enemies.  
This may be one of the most difficult 
places to meet God – right in the midst of 
conflict.  But, David does it.  Over and 
over.  E.g., a one sided conflict with Saul 
after David kills Goliath 



1 Samuel 18:6f 

• “When the men were returning home after 
David had killed the Philistine, the women 
came out from all the towns of Israel to 
meet King Saul with singing and dancing, 
with joyful songs and with tambourines and 
lutes.  As they danced, they sang: ‘Saul has 
slain his thousands, and David his tens of 
thousands.’  Saul was very angry; this 
refrain galled him.   



1 Samuel 18:6f 

• “‘They have credited David with tens of 
thousands,’ he thought, ‘but me with only 
thousands.  What more can he get but the 
kingdom?’  And from that time on Saul kept 
a jealous eye on David.  The next day an evil 
spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul.  
He was prophesying in his house, while 
David was playing the harp, as he usually 
did.   



1 Samuel 18:6f 

• “Saul had a spear in his hand and he hurled 
it, saying to himself, ‘I’ll pin David to the 
wall.’  But David eluded him twice.  Saul 
was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with David but had left Saul.  So he sent 
David away from him and gave him 
command over a thousand men, and David 
led the troops in their campaigns.  In 
everything he did he had great success, 
because the Lord was with him.”  



Finding God: 
• David didn’t do anything wrong to create 

this conflict – it was actually his courageous 
faith that ignited the conflict.  Saul was 
jealous.  Saul throws a spear twice, but 
David doesn’t throw it back.  It is this 
response to the conflict that allows David to 
find God in the midst of it.  Jesus said to 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven.” (mark of God) 



Finding God: 

• Saul actually falls right into David’s hands, 
but he still will not touch God’s anointed.  
(cave incident) He was willing to do 
whatever his Father asked so he found God 
wherever life found him.  (blessed are you 
when someone persecutes you – reward; 
think of someone who hurt you – we feel 
justified.  Are we willing to do whatever the 
Father wants?) 



Finding God: 

• Second, David’s heart allowed him to 
meet God in worship.  David meets God in 
worship in dark places, and even when 
people despise him for the way he 
worshiped. The first commandment is to 
love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind 
and strength.  David puts his all into loving 
God.  He is passionate & expressive in his 
worship.  He is all in. (the ark) 



Finding God: 

• 2 Samuel 6:14, “David, wearing a linen 
ephod, danced before the Lord with all his 
might, while he and the entire house of 
Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with 
shouts and sounds of trumpets.  As the Ark 
of the Lord was entering the City of David, 
Michal daughter of Saul watched from a 
window.  And when she saw King David 
leaping and dancing before the Lord, she 
despised him in her heart.”  



Finding God: 

• 2 Samuel 6:20f, “When David returned 
home to bless his household, Michal 
daughter of Saul came out to meet him 
and said, ‘How the king of Israel has 
distinguished himself today, disrobing in 
the sight of the slave girls of his servants 
as any vulgar fellow would!’  David said 
to Michal, ‘It was before the Lord, who 
chose me rather than your father or 



Finding God: 
• 2 Samuel 6:20f, “anyone from his house 

when he appointed me ruler over the 
Lord’s people Israel – I will celebrate 
before the Lord.  I will become even 
more undignified than this, and I will be 
humiliated in my own eyes.’”  

• God is worthy of David’s greatest 
celebration.  So, he won’t hold back.  This 
is the heart that allows him to meet God 
(Dog greeting, private worship) 



Finding God: 

• One last thing, David’s heart allowed him 
to find God in repentance.  David had a 
heart after God.  But, he was flawed.  We 
all are.  His biggest mistake is recorded for 
all of history to read about.  He committed 
adultery with a woman named Bathsheba, 
and she ended up pregnant, and he ended 
up killing her husband to cover it up.  It was 
evil, a giant abuse of power 



Finding God: 

• One last thing, David’s heart allowed him 
to find God in repentance.  

• Having a heart for God, and being willing to 
do whatever God wants doesn’t mean we 
will always get it right.  But, it does mean 
when we get it wrong, we will want to 
make it right. We will own it, repent & 
make restitution where possible. 



Psalm 51:1-2,10 
• “Have mercy on me, O God, according to 

your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.  
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin. . . Create in me a pure heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me.  Do not cast me from your presence or 
take your Holy Spirit from me.”  



Finding God: 
• One last thing, David’s heart allowed him 

to find God in repentance.  

• David wants to get the wrongs right, and 
his relationship with God restored.  It is a 
thing of beauty to see the love of God 
purge a contrite sinner’s soul.  (confessions 
– all sorts; abuse) 



 


