


• Storm – power off, lights out 

• Sometimes the lights go out spiritually 
too.  We find ourselves in the valley of 
the shadow of death, in grief, or 
depression.  Sometimes the lights go out 
because we can’t connect with God – He 
seems distant.  What do you do when the 
lights go out? 



• First, when the lights go out seek God.  
Seek God for Himself.  Reposition the 
main thing. Simplify. (Psalm 63:1, “O 
God, you are my God, earnestly I seek 
you; my soul thirsts for you, my body 
longs for you, in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water.” Context: 
distress; desert; pursues God’s face) 



• First, when the lights go out seek God.  
Seek God for Himself.   

• Often during times of darkness the 
hunger of our hearts becomes more 
pronounced.  David feels this intense 
longing.  There is an eager, greedy, 
restless longing in our souls.  He directs it 
toward God.  (overcome temptation to 
run after temporary feel good fixes) 



• First, when the lights go out seek God.  
Seek God for Himself.   

• During times when the lights go out we 
need rest.  We may need to adjust our 
approach to seeking God.  (fasting, 
battling – silence, stillness, soaking) (e.g., 
vacation – busy vs restful) 



• Second, when the lights go out, 
embrace the purging.  St. John of the 
Cross said that the purpose of the dark 
night is to purge the soul.  Hebrews 
12:14, says, “Without holiness no one 
will see the Lord.” We cannot get to our 
next level of intimacy without a new level 
of purity.  Embrace the purging in the 
dark. 



• Second, when the lights go out, 
embrace the purging. James 1:2-5, 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith develops perseverance.  
Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.   



• Second, when the lights go out, 
embrace the purging. James 1:2-5, “If 
you any of you lacks wisdom, he should 
ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given 
to him.”  



• Second, when the lights go out, 
embrace the purging. James 1:2-5 

• There is a progression to a trial:  When 
you face darkness, first it will test your 
faith.  You will doubt things that you 
never doubted before.  You will become 
less certain about things.  You will feel 
weaker.  In the dark you will be tempted 
to forget what God told you in the light. 



• Second, when the lights go out, 
embrace the purging. James 1:2-5 

• But, oddly enough, if you hold on to faith 
in the dark, your faith will actually be 
strengthened – not in spite of the lights 
going out.  (500lb rock) 

• Darkness tests your faith; testing your 
faith produces perseverance.  
(endurance) Perseverance matures. 



• Third, when the lights go out, guard 
your heart.  Prov 4:23, “Above all else, 
guard your heart, for it is the wellspring 
of life.” We are always more vulnerable in 
the darkness.  3 things to guard against: 

• First, we want to guard our heart against 
becoming hardened by the hardship.  
(offense) 



• Third, when the lights go out, guard 
your heart.  Prov 4:23. 3 things to guard 
against: 

• Second, we have to guard our heart 
against quitting.  Galatians 6:9, “Let us 
not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.” (energy down; more 
time to recharge) (Churchill) 



• Third, when the lights go out, guard 
your heart.  Prov 4:23. 3 things to guard 
against: 

• Lastly, we have to guard our hearts 
against opting for the good life. We need 
to intentionally taste & see that the Lord 
is good. Opting for the good life is a 
choice for self over a choice for the 
Kingdom.  


