


Father: Gardener 

 



Father: Gardener 

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the 
gardener.  He cuts off every branch of mine that 
doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they will produce 
even more.  You have already been pruned and 
purified by the message I have given 
you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For 
a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 
from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless 
you remain in me. 

 



Father: Gardener 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those 
who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 
much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing.  Anyone who does not remain in me is 
thrown away like a useless branch and withers. 
Such branches are gathered into a pile to be 
burned.  But if you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, 
and it will be granted!  When you produce much 
fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great 
glory to my Father. 

 



Father: Gardener 

“I have loved you even as the Father has loved 
me. Remain in my love.  When you obey my 
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I 
obey my Father’s commandments and remain in 
his love.  I have told you these things so that you 
will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will 
overflow!  This is my commandment: Love each 
other in the same way I have loved you.  

 



Father: Gardener 

There is no greater love than to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you 
do what I command.  I no longer call you slaves, 
because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. 
Now you are my friends, since I have told you 
everything the Father told me.  You didn’t 
choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go 
and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask for, using my 
name.  This is my command: Love each other.  
John 15:1-17 

 



Father: Gardener 

The word “pruning” makes us want to run for 
the hills.  This is the part of the Gardener’s work 
we’d like to opt out of.  The process will most 
likely involve change, pain, difficulty, and usually 
struggle. 

 



Father: Gardener 



Father: Gardener 

• So it is with God in His role as the Gardener in our 
lives.  The most loving thing He can do is clean out 
the dead wood that is hurting us and trim the excess 
growth that is stopping us bearing fruit or causing 
our fruit production to be limited.   

• He is the expert Gardener.  His goal is to help us bear 
more fruit this year than we did last year.  Everything 
He does is an act of love.  Whatever he cuts away is 
a waste already. 

• We love the results of pruning, not the process of 
pruning.       



Father: Gardener 

• Many of the things that the Master Gardener 
goes after is living in our minds and in our hearts.  
Things that need to be cut out and pruned.  
Things like beliefs, lies, prejudices, attitudes, 
fears, defensiveness, arrogance, self-
righteousness that have got to go if we are going 
to bear fruit for the Kingdom. 

• The question is:  Will we say to the Master 
Gardener “Do what needs to be done?”  Will we 
see it as an act of love? 

 



Father: Gardener 

• KINGDOM FRUIT: LOVE 

My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 15:12 

This is my command: Love each other. 15:17 

 



Father: Gardener 

KINGDOM FRUIT: CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER 

In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the nature of a 
servant being made in human likeness. And being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death, even death on a 
cross!  Phil. 2:5-8 

 



Father: Gardener 

KINGDOM FRUIT:  FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in 
our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 
Gal. 5:22-23 

 



Father: Gardener 

KINGDOM FRUIT:  GOOD DEEDS 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.   Ephesians 2:10 

In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16 

 



Father: Gardener 

KINGDOM FRUIT:  SHARING THE GOSPEL 

For everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will 
be saved. But how can they call on him to save 
them unless they believe in him? And how can they 
believe in him if they have never heard about him? 
And how can they hear about him unless someone 
tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them 
without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, 
“How beautiful are the feet of messengers who 
bring good news!”   Romans 10:13-15 

 



Got Fruit? 

 



Father: Gardener 
• Remember this… 

• God will chip and cut away at anything that 
interferes with His purpose of your bearing more 
fruit. 

• His pruning is done with absolute precision. He has 
never cut off the wrong branch and he never will. His 
cuts are to produce the best and most fruit possible. 
We may screw up a vineyard but God will never 
screw up our lives. He is the perfect pruner.  

• It’s the Father’s responsibility to prune, clean, and 
shape you so when He does His work, He is never 
more closer to you.    



Father: Gardener 

• The act of pruning is not really about the vine, the 
vineyard or even the grapes. It was all about the 
owner of the vineyard.  We always think about 
everything from our vantage point.  It is my life, my 
family, my job, my ministry.  When all is said and 
done, it is really not ours at all.  

• God is cultivating, planting and pruning so that He 
can produce a maximum amount of fruit, both in the 
form of spiritual fruit in our lives and through our 
lives for His Kingdom for his maximum glory.  

• As Jesus said, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.” 

 



Father: Gardener 

• What is the Master Gardener up to in your 
life?  

• Will you let the Master Gardener to what 
needs to be done so that you can bear 
more fruit for the Kingdom?   

• Will you see His work as an act of love? 

 

 


