
Loving God: 

The Heart of  a God Lover 



Loving God: 

• The heart holds the key to intimacy.  

(relationships with people & God) 

• Proverbs 4:23, “Above all else, guard the 

heart, for it is the wellspring of  life.”   



Loving God: 

• The most important thing is to love God 

with all our heart, soul, and mind (Mt 

22:37f)  What does it mean to love God 

like this?   

• Last week we looked at three 

characteristics of  a God lover: 

brokenness, pursuit & rest.  Let’s look at 

three more. 



Loving God: 

• First, a God lover seeks to live with an 

unoffended heart. This doesn’t mean 

you won’t be hurt, or disappointed in life.  

David gets hurt.  He gets offended.  He 

asks God tough questions, but he works 

through it. David is ruthlessly honest 

with God.  He processes his offenses, and 

comes to a place of  trust-filled surrender.  



Loving God: 

• First, a God lover seeks to live with an 
unoffended heart.  Psalm 10:1, “Why, O 
Lord, do you stand far off ?  Why do you 
hide yourself  in times of  trouble?”  (ever 
feel that way?)   

• Psalm 10:14, “But you, O God, do see 
trouble and grief; you consider it to take 
in hand.  The victim commits himself  to 
you; you are the helper of  the fatherless.” 



Loving God: 

• First, a God lover seeks to live with an 
unoffended heart.  Psalm 13:1-2, “How 
long, O Lord?  Will you forget me 
forever?  How long will you hide your 
face from me?  How long must I wrestle 
with my thoughts and every day have 
sorrow in my heart?  How long will my 
enemy triumph over me?”  (praying this 
time in hardship & attack) 



Loving God: 

• First, a God lover seeks to live with an 
unoffended heart.  Psalm 13:5-6, “But I 
trust in your unfailing love; my heart 
rejoices in your salvation.  I will sing to 
the Lord, for he has been good to me.”   

• Hard times come.  God is good.  We can 
trust him.  (pray the Psalms)  (look to the 
cross)  I cannot continue to grow in 
intimacy with an offended heart.   



Loving God: 

• Second, a God lover seeks to live with 

an undignified heart.  In the Psalms we 

find David shouting, crying out, singing, 

dancing & laying prostrate before God.  

He is passionate, and unrestrained in his 

pursuit of  God.  Undignified.  



Loving God: 

• Second, a God lover seeks to live with 
an undignified heart. 2 Samuel 6:14, 
“David, wearing a linen ephod, danced 
before the Lord with all his might, while 
he and the entire house of  Israel brought 
up the ark of  the Lord with shouts and 
the sounds of  trumpets.”  This is the 
king, the head of  state, this is not the way 
he is supposed to act.   



Loving God: 

• Second, a God lover seeks to live with 
an undignified heart. V.16 his wife, 
Michal, responds - “she despised him in 
her heart.”  She hated him for it.  And 
when he got home that night she rebuked 
him for it, v. 20, “How the king of  Israel 
distinguished himself  today, disrobing in 
the sight of  the slave girls of  his servants 
as any vulgar fellow would!” 



Loving God: 

• Second, a God lover seeks to live with an 

undignified heart. v.21, “David said to 

Michal, ‘It was before the Lord, who chose 

me rather than your father or anyone from 

his house when he appointed me ruler over 

the Lord’s people Israel – I will celebrate 

before the Lord.  I will become even more 

undignified than this, and I will be 

humiliated in my own eyes.”  



Loving God: 

• Second, a God lover seeks to live with 

an undignified heart.  

• David was a great God lover because he 

guarded his heart against pride.  He 

sought to live with an undignified heart.  

He opted for God’s glory over his dignity.  

(Martin – traditional church) (Jack 

Hayford) (us) 



Loving God: 

• Third, a God lover seeks to love God 

with an unencumbered heart.  Hebrews 

12:1, “Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud of  

witnesses, let us throw off  everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easy 

entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us.” 



Loving God: 

• Third, a God lover seeks to love God with 
an unencumbered heart.  Psalm 19:12-14, 
“Who can discern his errors?  Forgive my 
hidden faults.  Keep your servant also from 
willful sins; may they not rule over me.  
Then will I be blameless, innocent of  great 
transgressions.  May the words of  my 
mouth and the meditation of  my heart be 
pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock 
and my Redeemer.”  



Loving God: 

• Third, a God lover seeks to love God 
with an unencumbered heart. Psalm 
139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts.  See if  there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting.” (sin; fear is often a 
precursor to sin– Saul; Goliath) 
(property) (overgrown trail) 



Loving God: 

• A moment of  reflection:  If  you stay 
on your current path, will you end 
up being a passionate lover of  God? 
Is your heart unoffended?  Is your 
heart undignified? (protected from 
pride)  Is your heart unencumbered?  
Does God have full access to your 
heart? 


