


The Love of the Servant King  

• We are loved by a servant king.  A king who chooses to 
step into our broken lives and wash us clean.   

 

God cannot exist with sin (Ps 5:4/1 John 1:5-10) yet Jesus 
chose to step out of His heavenly throne and into our 
broken lives.  

 

The nature of a king is to control and to seek power.  Even a 
good king is known for maintaining control of borders and 
providing security.  A bad king will rule viciously with 
selfish intentions.  (George III/Louis XIV) 



The Love of a Servant King  

• Our King pursues us in love.  He is not interested in the 
things of this world. (Matthew 4:1-11)  When offered the 
throne of this world He rejected it.  He desires your 
heart.  He is not a king trying to control, He is a King on 
a rescue mission.  (Lost kid) 

• He desires to wash us clean and restore our hearts to 
their original condition.  We were created to give and 
receive love with ease.  The brokenness of the world, the 
pain of our lives has left us with blocks that inhibit our 
ability to easily love others.  (Family History)  

• Jesus wants to wash us and then release us on the same 
rescue mission.    

 



The Love of the Servant King 

• Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet 
 

• 13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already 
put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray 
him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back 
to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 



The Love of the Servant King 

•  8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon 
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need 
to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is completely clean. And you[b] 
are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 

• 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 
and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I 
have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have 
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[c] is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If 
you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
 



The Love of the Servant King 

• 1.  Allowing Him Access to Your Soul 

• Jesus wants an intimacy that is uncomfortable.  Peter 
recognizes base vulgarity of the King of Heaven stooping and 
washing his feet.  Jesus though was on a mission.   

• Allowing Him access to your soul begins with removing the 
false self.  Setting aside any desire to be “seen” as good.  
Revealing instead the depths of your brokenness. (Fasting)   

• This means going beyond overt-sin into the subterranean sin 
that is so easy to mask.  (Drunkenness/Pride)   

• To be truly released on the rescue mission to love, you must be 
washed clean.  For in the washing Jesus’ love is revealed.  
There you see a King who is willing to fight for you.      



The Love of the Servant King  

• 2.  Revealed Love: Finding Freedom in Brokenness 

• When the King has been given access to your soul there 
is a freedom and love in being known.  As Jesus washes 
your soul clean you realize how loved you are.  He is on a 
rescue mission for you.  (Marriage/Love) (Jesus/Judas) 
(king’s court)   

• It is in this freedom and intimacy with Jesus when He is 
able to reveal His love for you at a deeper level.  For 
those who struggle to find greater depth in God’s love it 
is in these moments of complete openness and 
brokenness where His love is most revealed.  (Woman at 
the Well/Mary Magdalene/Paul        

 



The Love of the Servant King  

• 3.  Loving Others: Wash One Another’s Feet 

Often the most powerful stories of God’s love that I have seen 
come from those who have been washed clean and then do the 
same for others.   

God wants to know the deepest parts of you so that He can then 
release you to do the greatest work.  The transformed and free 
Christ follower is a powerful thing.  (Revival Culture/Love) We 
can get so distracted looking for the miracle that we miss the 
greatest miracle of all which is the continuous flow of Christ’s 
love for the broken and unredeemed.   

God has given each of you the ability to love others.  For He 
designed you to both receive and give love.  (3 
Generations/Parish Priest)  



The Love of the Servant King  

• Jesus is calling you to join Him, the servant king on a 
love rescue mission.  To find the lost and bring them to 
the one who washes them clean. 

• He is calling us to a rescue mission of our communities.  
There are lost daughters and sons of the King our job is 
to love them with the love of the servant king.  A love that 
that breaks down every barrier and wall.  A love that 
penetrates the heart of a generation that has turned its 
back on the church.   


