


• Surprises (Some bad, some good; Dr’s

visit; unexpected money)

• None of Jesus’ disciples expected the 

cross.  And once the cross came, no one 

anticipated the resurrection.  Let’s take a 

closer look at the surprise ending of 

Easter, and what it means for our lives.



• Context: 

–They believed he was the Messiah. 

–Palm Sunday (Palms & a donkey)

–Betrayal, trial, and sentence



• Luke 24:1-2, “On the first day of the week, 

very early in the morning, the women took 

the spices they had prepared and went to 

the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away 

from the tomb, but when they entered, 

they did not find the body of the Lord 

Jesus.”

• The women were coming for a burial; they 

never anticipated his death or resurrection



• Luke 24:3f, “While they were wondering 

about this, suddenly two men in clothes 

that gleamed like lightning stood beside 

them.  In their fright the women bowed 

down with their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, ‘Why do you look 

for the living among the dead?  He is not 

here; he has risen!  



• Luke 24:3f, “Remember how he told you, 
while he was still with you in Galilee: 
“The Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, be crucified and 
on the third day be raised again.”  Then 
they remembered his words.” 

• Surprises: Stone rolled away; no body; 
angels & their message (emotional roller 
coaster)



• Luke 24:9-12, “When they came back 

from the tomb, they told all these things 

to the Eleven and to all the others.  It was 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 

mother of James, and the others with 

them who told this to the apostles.  But 

they did not believe the women, because 

their words seemed like nonsense.  



• Luke 24:9-12, “Peter, however, got up 
and ran to the tomb.  Bending over, he 
saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, 
wondering to himself what had 
happened.” 

• Everyone is surprised.  No one expected 
this outcome. (Thomas)



• One of the things that makes the 

resurrection of Jesus so compelling is the 

fact that the disciples are shocked by it.  

And they were so convinced of it, that 

they were willing to die for it.  

• What are the implications of this surprise 

ending for your life? (Salvation; Eternity; 

Lord) (Surprised by Jesus – me, you)


