


• Everybody gets hurt in life.  How do you 
respond to those who hurt you?  (lash 
back; avoid; write them off) 

• Mark Twain, “It isn’t the parts of the 
Bible that I don’t understand that bother 
me; it’s the parts that I do understand.” 



• Matthew 5:43-48, “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous.   



• Matthew 5:43-48, “If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get?  Are 
not even the tax collectors doing that?  And 
if you greet only your brothers, what are 
you doing more than others?  Do not even 
pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.”  



• Who are our enemies?  (not feuding – not 
people out to get us most likely; people we 
are at enmity with; people who hurt us) 

• Why love your enemies?  The single 
greatest indicator that you are marked 
with the Father’s love is that you love your 
enemies.  (even the pagans love their 
friends) 



• Why love our enemies? 

• Loving our enemies is a mark of maturity 
that goes beyond human reason.  The one 
thing that makes us most like our Father is 
that we love our enemies.  “Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” (complete; having reached its end) 

• The end goal for your life is that you love 
like your Father.   



• Why love our enemies? 

• We cannot love our enemies by human 
effort.  Once again, this is a supernatural 
life; we have to live in the river.  (Corrie 
Ten Boom) 



• How do we love our enemies?   

• First, we pray for our enemies.  (v.44 – 
“But I tell you: Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you.”) The 
hard work of loving our enemies is not 
working up the love; the hard work is 
preparing our heart to receive His love. 
(process hurt; let down shield; receive) 
(farmer & field – the farmer prepares) 



• How do we love our enemies? 

• First, we have to pray for our enemies.   

• Pray blessings (bless those who curse you 
– spiritual principle) 

• Pray for God to forgive them (release 
them from your debt) 

• Pray for repentance with compassion not 
judgment.   



• How do we love our enemies?  

• Second, we need to do good deeds to 
them.  V.45, “He causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous.”  The 
Father’s love is indiscriminate.  He 
displays His love in tangible ways.   



• How do we love our enemies?  

• Second, we need to do good deeds to 
them.  V.45 

• When we are properly connected to 
Jesus we love with the indiscriminate 
love of the Father.  We love because He 
loves.  We do good because He is good. 
(e.g, backstabbing co-worker) (critical 
spouse) 



• Loving our enemies doesn’t mean we are 
to avoid hard conversations.  (next week) 

• Loving our enemies doesn’t mean we are 
to be abused.  (boundaries – respect) 

• Loving our enemies isn’t to be done as a 
good religious person – this has to come 
from life in the river.   



• Are you loving your enemies?  It is easier 
not to.  But, then we are no different 
than the pagans.  Then what difference 
does Jesus make in our lives.  The single 
greatest indicator that we are marked by 
the Father’s love is that we love our 
enemies with the indiscriminate love of 
the Father.   


