
The Umbrella of Spiritual 
Authority: 



Path to Intimacy 

• How do I get close to God? 

• Time + Shared Experience + Mutual Love 
= Relational depth (Martin) 

• If you want to get face to face with God, 
like Moses, it is going to take time.  You 
have to be willing to pay the price.  But 
here are some tools to help: 



• First, to draw near to God always 
remember to pursue God’s presence.  
We always have to guard against 
becoming religious.  Often we do religious 
things, we fall into religious routines, we 
engage in religious rituals, but we can 
easily forget why we do what we do.  
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• First, to draw near to God always 
remember to pursue God’s presence.  
Matthew 15:7-9, Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, “Isaiah was right when he 
prophesied about you: ‘These people 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me.  They worship me in 
vain; their teachings are but rules taught 
by men.’”  
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• First, to draw near to God always 
remember to pursue God’s presence.  
We have to engage in the right practices 
for the right reason.  E.g., We read our 
Bible to encounter God. 2 Timothy 3:16-
17, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that all 
God’s people may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.”. 
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• First, to draw near to God always 
remember to pursue God’s presence.  
We have to engage in the right practices 
for the right reason.  E.g., We pray to 
encounter God.  (meeting a friend – friend 
do list) (monastery – heart weighed down 
conversation) 

• We must intentionally cultivate our hunger 
for God.  Find things that touch your heart 
(e.g., classics; music; divine inactivity) 
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• Second, to draw near to God engage 
in spiritual practices that feed your 
soul.  Mark 1:35, “Very early in the 
morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got 
up, left the house & went off to a solitary 
place, where he prayed.”  Jesus engaged 
in many different spiritual practices – 
fasting, worship, silence, solitude, 
Scripture reading, etc.  (Foster, 
Celebration of Discipline) 
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• Second, to draw near to God engage 
in spiritual practices that feed your 
soul.  Mark 1:35 

• Establish a spiritual rhythm.  (pour it in; 
pour it out)  (daily time; block time; 
monastery every two months) (Jen) (next 
level change) 

• Change your spiritual practices often so 
they don’t become religious.  (Rev. 2:4) 
(worship; Scripture intake)  
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• Third, to draw near to God say yes to 
God & no to self regularly.  Matthew 
16:24, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.”  (e.g., forgiveness; 
following where God leads)  (cross roads)  
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